
The Best of Iggy  by Annie Barrows
Iggy is a kid who is continuously getting in trouble… but he’s not a bad kid at 
heart. When the best idea ever turns into the worst idea of all time, he tries to 
make amends - but will it be enough?     125 pp.

The Secret Garden of George Washington Carver  by Gene Barretta
Passion and determination bring Carver from a baby boy born into slavery to 
a celebrated botanist, scientist, and inventor. It all began in his secret garden.     
unpaged

The Canyon’s Edge  by Dusti Bowling
Nora and her father were separated by rushing river waters. Now, Nora must  
battle with her PTSD from her mother's shooting and the harsh desert elements  
to find him.     307 pp.

Sharuko: el arqueólogo Peruano / Peruvian Archaeologist Julio C. Tello 
by Monica Brown 

Growing up in the Andes mountains in Peru, Julio C. "Sharuko" Tello loved to 
explore caves near his home where he found ancient artifacts including human 
skulls. Sharuko grows up to prove that Peruvian culture is indigenous to the area 
and was not introduced by Spain, Mexico, or central America. This book is writ-
ten in a bilingual format.     unpaged

Our Friend Hedgehog: The Story of Us  by Lauren Castillo 
A tiny island is home to Hedgehog and a stuffed dog named Mutty. After a storm 
carries Mutty away, Hedgehog must be brave and leave the island in search of her 
best friend. As she follows the clues left behind, she meets a number of interest-
ing figures. With courage and determination, they work together to find Mutty 
and discover something else important along the way: each other.     110 pp.

Efrén Divided  by Ernesto Cisneros
Twelve-year-old Efrén’s world is turned upside down the day his mother, Amá, is 
deported. Suddenly, he is the family’s primary caregiver to his five-year-old twin 
siblings, as his father works day and night to support the family and raise enough 
money to bring his wife back to the United States. Efrén must juggle his school-
work and his best friend’s campaign for school president while dealing with his 
fears of what may come next for his family.     263 pp.

Someplace to Call Home  by Sandra Dallas  
In the midst of the Great Depression in 1933, three siblings set out on the road to 
find whatever they can to survive. Their car breaks down in Kansas and thanks to 
the kindness of the land owner where they have set up camp, they just might have 
a shot at finding basic necessities to live.  It’s not easy, however, as the rest of the 
town is not as welcoming.     222 pp.

Honeybee: The Busy Life of Apis Mellifera by Candace Fleming
Honeybees only live for a short time, but in that time, they accomplish many 
wonderful tasks that help the world. This is the story of one honeybee or Apis 
Mellifera. The story covers the entire life cycle of a normal honeybee. This book 
is beautifully illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Eric Rohmann.     unpaged

Scary Stories for Young Foxes  by Christian McKay Heidicker
Seven little foxes gather in the dark of night by the campfire begging for scary 
stories. The little foxes get just the thrills and chills they were expecting and so 
will readers. Beautifully crafted prose will delight readers as each story unfolds 
and brings us closer to the chilling conclusion.     314 pp.

The Oldest Student: How Mary Walker Learned to Read 
by Rita Lorraine Hubbard

The true story of Mary Walker, the nation’s oldest student. Mary Walker was born 
into slavery in 1848. At age 15, she was freed and by age 20 was married and had 
her first child. At 114, she was the last remaining member of her family. At age 
116, she learned to read.     unpaged

Lexi Magill and the Teleportation Tournament  by Kim Long 
Lexi Magill is a 12-year-old teleport science wizard who finds herself stuck in a 
new school no longer able to attend her beloved science academy due to her dad’s 
recent job loss. If she can win the prize money from the Wisconsin Teleportation 
Tournament, maybe she can re-enroll in the academy and be reunited with her 
friends. For those who love scavenger hunts and puzzle-solving, this interactive 
adventure is a must read.     284 pp.

A Hatful of Dragons: and More Than 13.8 Billion Other Funny Poems 
by Vikram Madan

A laugh out loud book of poems about pandas, dragons, robot uncles, aliens, 
mosquitoes and other various topics. Kids will be laughing at inventive rhymes, 
strange wordplay, and imaginative characters. In the tradition of Jack Prelutsky 
and Shel Silverstein, this book of poems and funny illustrations will entertain 
readers again and again.     64 pp.

Follow the Zebras: Solving a Migration Mystery by Sandra Markle  
Every year in Southern Africa, thousands of zebras disappear from their grazing 
area along the Chobe River. A few months later, the herd returns. Where are they 
going every year?  Beautiful photographs depict how a team of scientists use 
technology to solve this mystery.     40 pp.

Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky  by Kwame Mbalia 
Tristan’s friend Eddie has died. All this 7th grader has left is Eddie’s journal, full 
of his Nana’s tales of Black American and African folklore. Then one night, 
the journal is stolen and Tristan finds himself tumbling from this world to the 
monster-filled MidPass. He and his new allies – John Henry and Brer Rabbit – 
must entice the god Anansi to come out of hiding and seal the hole between the 
worlds so Tristan can get home.     482 pp.
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Act by Kayla Miller
Olive is enthusiastic to start 6th grade with new experiences, teachers and a field 
trip to the big city. However, when she finds out that a school policy prevents 
some of the students from going on the field trip, she decides to run for student 
council. Unfortunately that means running against two of her best friends - Trent 
and Sawyer.  An exciting story about friendship, family and discovering that one 
has the power to make a difference.     203 pp.

Words on Fire  by Jennifer A. Nielsen
Audra’s country of Lithuania, has been occupied by Russian Cossacks who 
demand that all become Russian. When Cossacks raid her family’s farm, Audra’s 
parents send her away with a mysterious package. As the Cossacks wipe out the 
Lithuanian culture by banning religion, books, and language, an underground 
network of book smugglers put their lives on the line to preserve their Lithuanian 
culture. Soon Audra is caught up in this resistance movement and will risk her 
life to reunite with her parents and help save the country she loves.     322 pp.

Black Brother, Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
This is the story of two brothers with very different experiences in their predomi-
nantly white prep school. Donte, the darker skinned brother, faces daily discrimi-
nation based on his skin color while Trey, who is lighter skinned, is accepted by 
both teachers and students effortlessly. Suspenseful and inspiring, readers will 
root for Donte as he finds his voice and struggles to turn his anger into positive 
action.     239 pp.

The Incredibly Dead Pets of Rex Dexter  by Aaron Reynolds
Rex has been cursed by the Grim Reaper, and deceased zoo animals are haunting 
Rex demanding answers. Now Rex, along with his good friend Darvish, must 
solve the mystery of the zoo animal killer. This hilarious story will have readers 
laughing out loud while trying to figure out “whodunnit”.     213 pp.

The Elephant’s Girl by Celesta Rimington 
Lexington was saved by an elephant as a 5-year old during a horrific storm and 
has an unusual connection to Nyah ever since that night. Amazingly unharmed, 
but left as an orphan, Lexington was raised in the zoo surrounded by her foster 
father, her best friends, and most of all, the elephants she loves. Lexington’s story 
is an intriguing mix of mystery/adventure/fantasy involves a ghost, a talking 
wind, and a treasure that could be the key to finding out the truth about who she 
is.     324 pp.

Ways to Make Sunshine  by Reneè Watson 
Meet fourth grader, Ryan Hart. She (yes, Ryan is a girl name, too) is full of life, 
spunk and wonderment. Her father recently lost his job, the family moved to a 
new/old house, her brother can be a pest, and Ryan is navigating life and friend-
ships. Though she faces a series of challenges, Ryan has learned ways to make 
sunshine out of her situations.     177 pp.
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